WHITMAN

form of depleted, indoor, over refined or extra-
eultured humanity. The spirit of his work trans-
ferred to practice begets a life full and strong on
all Hides, affectionate, magnetic, tolerant* .spiritual,
bold with the flavor ami quality of simple, healthful,
open-air humanity. Me opposes culture and refine-
ment only as he opposes that which weakens, drains,
emasculates, and tends to beget a seoHiug, earpmg,
hypercritical chins, The culture of life, of nature,
and thai, which (lows from the exerei.se of the manly
instincts and aifeetions, is the culture implied by
"Leaves of (iras-s." The democratic spirit i.s un-
doubtedly more or less jealous of the refinements
of our artificial culture and of the daintiness and
aloofness of our literature. The people look askance
at men who are above them without being of
them, who have dropped the traits and attractions
which they share with unlettered Immunity. Frank-
lin and Lincoln are closer akin to tins spirit, and
hence more in favor with it, than a Jefferson or a
Sunnier.

Whitman might bo called the poet of the abso-
lute, the unconditioned. His work is launched at a
farther remove from our arts, eon vent if ms, usages,
civilisation, and all the artificial elements that mod-
ify and enter into our liven, than that of any other
man. Absolute candor, absolute pride, absolute
charity, absolute social and .sexual equality, absolute
nature. If: is not; conditioned by what we deemwhether
